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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR!GINAL (if khown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rush County Courthouse at La Crosse is constructed of
reddish-brown face brick laid in common bond. A four foot high -
" water table of rough hewn native limestone provides a base for the
brick structure and defines the basement. The building is two
stories in height with a full basement and is generally rectangulér
in plan. Towers at the northeast and southeast corners protrude .
from the rectangular plan. The southeast tower is semicircular
and extends to the south of the main wall. This tower terminates
at the building roof line., The northeast tower is square and’
extends north and east of the wall lines. This tower protrudes
above the roof line and while now flat on-top, originally was
taller with a steep hip roof. Arched openings and recessed
-circular decorations are located in the top of the towexr. The
main‘eqtrance was emphasized by.projecting it several feet from
the building front and extending it above the roof line., The
entrance terminates in a gable roof. The courthouse has a hip
roof with two ridge heights. The southeast towsr has a steep
cone-shaped roof terminating with an ornamental spire. All the
roof forms are shingle covered. - Stone stairs rise to the main
entrance which is framed by a semicircular ornamental stcone arch.
Windows on the entrance wall and on the second floor of the north-
east tower are wide and multi-paneled with semicircular stone arched
heads. Windows on the first and second floors are rectangular
with stone sills and lintels. The lintels are 1ntegxatea with
a stone belt:line. runnlng around. the building. - :

A number.of. extenlor alterations have been mada Jin addition
to the partial removal of the northeast tower. Orlglnally the
roof was covered with tin-shingles while the present shingles are
of asbestos. Aluminum frame &oors have been installed at the
main entry ways. I NI -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The construction of" the Rush County Courthouse at La Crosse in 1888w.1
18892 in effect ended what had been Kansas' longest county seat war. o
Several western Kansas counties experienced conflicts over the selection -
of a county seat, but few lasted -as long as ten years. Outside of" v
occasional fisticuffs, the war ih Rush county was fought in the courts
-and in the press of the two rival towns, La Crosse and Walnut C;ty (now
Rush Centex).

Walnut City had been deslgnated temporary county seat by the governor
when the county was organized in 1874. B2n election in 1877 resulted in
the county seat being moved to La Crosse, but another vote in 1878 '
returned it to Walnut City. The next election on the county seat issue,
which was won by La Crosse, was held August 23, 1887. 1In the intervening
years the county seat was at Walnut City until the Kansas Supreme Court . -
ordered it back to La Crosse in 1882. There it remained until February
29, 1888, when county 6f£icigls-foved: te Walnuk- ~Cityin- compllance w;th
a court order issued on the basis’of’the 1878° ‘eXection.” 'However, on
March 10, 1888, a band of armed men from La Crosse seized the county -
records 'and removed them to La Crosse.” A court orde¥ wis finally issued
on the basis of the 1887 election requiring county officials and county
records to be located in La Crosse. Walnut City partisang didn't give
up the legal maneuvering, but their efforts were futile as the Kansas
legislature in February, 1889, enacted a law legitimizing the 1887
election locating the county seat at La Crosse. _

& special bond election was held July 10, 1888, and by a margin of
801 to 453 Rush countians approved a bond issue of $20,000 to build a

by La Crosse supporters was that the construction of a courthouse would

effectively stop the "courthouse on wheels" incidents which had been an

expense and irritation to other Rush countians. After the election the

county commissioners made a contract with George W. Shaffer of Abilene to

draw up plans for the new courthouse. However, shortly thereafter the '

commissioners reconsidered and hired L. L. Levering to prepare the plans.
The contract for construction was let on September 3, 1888, to '

William T. Heaps for $17,950, and work began two days later. George

W. Shaffer was made superintendent of construction. Reportedly the

plans were poorly drawn and caused almost as many problems as the

courthouse. One of the successful arguments used in the election gampaigh; C
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8. acrimonious amwwﬂwosm among the’ ooaﬁpmmwosmwm. mﬁmwmmH~ mbm Heaps.
In spite of the delays the building was practically finished by
the spring of 1889 although Hmbgmombwb@ and sidewalks weren't
completed until autumn.
. The open setting of the Rush Oocsww Courthouse and its Romanesgue
characteristics make it one of the most interesting and attractive
- small town courthouses in the state. Additionally it is historically
~important because its nonmﬁﬂﬁndwos was the culmination of memmm
- longest county seat war.




